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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  Balby-with-H,exthorpe  at  the  middle  of  1909  was  8,852, 
showing  an  increase  of  2,071  over  the  ascertained  population  (6,781)  of  the  Census  year  (1901). 
This  increase  is  very  considerable,  yet  there  is  little  reason  to  believe  it  is  an  exaggerated  one. 
The  growth  of  the  district  goes  on  apace,  plans  for  153  new  houses  having  been  passed  within 
the  twelve  months.  The  number  shows  some  slight  diminution  when  compared  with  1908,  when 
192  plans  received  the  sanction  of  the  Committee,  but  compares  favourably  with  the  six  pre- 
ceding years,  when  130,  85,  49,  56,  111,  and  52  were  passed. 

As  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  in  the  Census  year  was  4'6,  it  can  be 
calculated  that  the  annual  increase  of  population,  estimated  by  house  occupation  alone,  equals 
(153  X 4’6)  703'8,  whereas  a calculation  by  the  ordinary  method  only  yields  an  estimated  in- 
creased population  of  251  for  the  past  twelve  months. 

The  Census  falls  due  next  year,  and  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  have  freshly-taken  figures 
to  work  out  the  various  statistics  which  are  included  in  these  Reports,  for  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  with  an  interval  of  ten  years  between  Census  periods,  very  serious  errors  are  liable  to 
occur. 

BIRTH-RATE  (384). 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  340  births  occurred  within  the  district,  a figure  which 
constitutes  a record.  The  average  number  of  births  for  the  preceding  years  is  248,  the  highest 
and  lowest  points  touched  being  308  in  1908  and  213  in  1904.  The  Birth-rate  for  the  year, 
naturally,  is  also  very  high,  reaching  the  extremely  satisfactory  figure  of  38’4.  The  average 
rate  for  the  years  1898-1908  is  33'2,  with  a maximum  of  36'2  in  1901,  and  a minimum  of  28  in 
1904. 

The  rates  for  the  various  Divisions  of  the  Township  are  as  follows  : — 


1909. 

1908. 

1898-1908. 

BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE 

38*4 

35-8 

33-2 

Doncaster 

22-9 

23-5 

25  5 

Wheatley 

26-3 

25-6 

290 

Combined  Township 

26-3 

26- 1 

England  and  Wales 

25-6 

DEATH-RATE  (13'5). 

During  1909,  the  deaths  of  179  persons  were  registered  as  occurring  within  the  district, 
yielding  a gross  death-rate  of  20’2,  but  to  obtain  the  Nett  Death-rate  there  have  to  be  subtracted 
the  deaths  of  67  non-residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district,  and  there  have 
to  be  added  the  deaths  of  8 residents  registered  in  similar  institutions  beyond  the  district.  When 
this  is  done,  the  actual  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  is  120,  3uelding  a 
Death-rate — the  true  or  correct  Death-rate — of  13'5.  This  return  is  somewhat  lower  than  the 
average  for  the  years  1898-08,  which  is  14'2,  but  does  not  quite  form  a record  for  the  district  ; 
the  highest  and  lowest  rates  being  18'3  in  1900  and  11.4  in  1906.  The  rate  for  this  year  may 
be  considered  extremely  satisfactory. 

The  rates  for  the  various  Divisions  of  the  Township  are  as  follows  : — 


1909 

1908. 

1898-1908. 

BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE 

13-5 

12-5 

14-2 

Doncaster 

15-5 

14-7 

16-2 

Wheatley 

13-5 

12-5 

14-2 

Combined  Township 

14-6 

13-5 

England  and  Wales 

14-5 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  (100). 

The  deaths  of  34  children  under  12  months  of  age  were  registered  during  1909,  yielding 
an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  100  per  1,000  Births,  and  which  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the 
district.  The  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  is  137,  the  highest  and  lowest  points 
touched  being  185  in  1903  and  105  in  1901.  While  this  year’s  return  should  afford  the  liveliest 
satisfaction,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  summer  of  last  year  was  extremely  wet  and  in- 
clement, and  while  it  tended  to  diminish  one’s  pleasure  and  comfort  it  yet  tended  to  diminish 
one  of  the  most  common  factors  in  producing  a high  Infantile  Mortality,  namely,  infectious 
epidemic  diarrhoea. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  various  Divisions  of  the  Township  are  as  follows  : 


1909. 

1908. 

1898-1908. 

BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE 

100 

110-3 

137 

Doncaster 

129 

147 

173 

Wheatley 

128 

97 

136 

Combined  Township 

120-8 

132-3 

England  and  Wales 

109 

Although  our  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  can  be  regarded  as  most  satisfactory  when  com- 
pared with  previous  returns,  still  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  no  section  of  the  population 
which  so  demands  the  serious  attention  of  the  community  as  the  infants,  who  have  almost  every- 
where shared  so  little  in  the  general  reduction  of  the  Death-rate  ; and  yet  experience  seems  to 
show  that  there  is  no  section  so  likely  to  give  an  immediate  response  to  preventive  measures.  We 
in  this  district  ha\e  done  little,  but  almost  everywhere  active  and  enthusiastic  efforts  are  now' 
being  made  to  extend  the  chances  of  infant  survival.  Perhaps  in  no  field  of  hygienic  work  have 
such  large  results  followed  from  the  measures  taken,  and  there  is  therefore  the  greatest  encour- 
agement to  prosecute  preventive  measures  wdth  increased  activity. 

The  preventive  methods  which  may  be  adopted  to  reduce  Infantile  Mortality  embrace  : — 

The  circulation  of  cards  of  instruction  as  to  the  feeding  of  infants. 

The  employment  of  special  female  health  visitors,  who  give  instructions  regarding  the 
feeding  of  infants,  and  many  sanitary  measures  connected  with  the  home. 

The  establishment  of  sterilised  milk  depots. 

Improvement  of  slum  property. 

Increased  Attention  to  Scavenging. 

The  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  as  its  primary  motive  the 
reduction  of  the  waste  of  infantile  life  which  is  constantly  going  on  within  our  midst.  The 
.Vet,  which  is  an  adoptive  one,  provides  that  wTutten  notice  of  the  birth  of  every  child  should 
be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  health  wdthin  thirty-six  hours,  by  the  father  of  the  child 
and  by  any  person  in  attendance  on  the  mother  at  the  time  of,  or  wdthin  six  hours  after,  the 
birth  ; and  that  local  authorities  shall  supply,  free  of  charge,  addressed  and  stamped  post-cards 
to  any  medical  practitioner,  or  midwife  who  applies  for  the  same.  The  Act  also  imposes  a 
penalty  where  such  notice  of  birth  is  not  given.  So  far,  I have  not,  as  yet,  recommended  its 
adoption,  as  it  can  be  of  no  practical  utility  until  a special  female  health  visitor  has  been  pro- 
\ided  by  the  District  Council. 

4'able  \’.  in  the  Appendix  gi\es  full  particulars  concerning  the  causes  of,  and  ages 
at,  death  of  all  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  (RATE  L35). 

'I'he  term  Zymotic  Death-rate  covers  the  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  namely: — .Small-pox,  Measles,  .Scarlet  Eever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  “ P'ever  ' 
(Typhus,  .Simple,  Continued,  and  Enteric),  and  Diarrhoea.  To  this  list  I have  added  Influenza. 

'fhe  rate  is  a popular  but  very  unsafe  standard  of  the  health  of  a community,  as  it  is 
liable  lf>  great  fluctuation  according  to  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  one  or  other  of  the  diseases 
mentioned.  It  may,  however,  be  safely  held  that  a high  death-rate  from  Enteric  Fever,  Diph- 
theria, or  Diarrh(i-a  implies  a defective  sanitary  state,  if  accidental  or  temporary  causes,  such 
a-,  climatic  conditions,  or  accidental  contaminations  of  milk  or  water,  can  be  excluded. 

During  1909,  12  deaths  occurred  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  1 from  Scarlatina,  4 from 
W'hooping  Cough,  3 Irom  Diphtheria,  1 irom  Enteric  Fever,  1 from  Influenza,  and  2 from 
Diarrluea. 

IL’Bl'iRCCLAR  DEA'I'I  I-R  A'lE  (L24). 

During  the  p;ist  y<’ar,  tlx-  deaths  of  10  |)ersons  were  registered  as  being  due  to  Phthisis 
■pnimmiary  I iibcri  niosis),  and  one  other  (h  .ith  was  asci  ibed  to  some  othicr  tubercular  cause.  4 he 
t ilxi'chir  d<al  li-ratc  lor  the  year  is  1'24,  in  contrast  with  L4  in  1908. 


5 


Of  the  10  deaths  which  were  caused  by  Phthisis,  one  was  under  5 years  of  age,  one 
was  of  the  school  age  (5-15),  two  were  under  25,  and  six  were  under  65. 

As  120  deaths  of  residents  occurred  within  the  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  one  out  of 
every  11  was  due  to  Tubercular  Disease.  In  1908,  one  out  of  every  9 deaths  was  due  to  Tuber- 
cular Disease. 


VOLUNTARY  NOTIFICATION  OF  PHTHISIS. 

(CONSUMPTION  OF  THE  LUNGS). 

The  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis  came  into  force  in  this  district  on  January  1st, 
1903,  the  notification  being  confined  to  cases  of  Tubercular  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  For  such 
information,  the  customary  notification  fee  is  paid,  and  in  order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  which 
might  arise  over  questions  of  diagnosis,  the  presence  of  Tubercular  Bacilli  in  the  sputum,  as 
determined  by  Bacteriological  Examination,  is  the  basis  of  such  notification.  For  such  examina- 
tion, the  County  Council  Authority  provides  facility  free  of  charge  to  all  practitioners. 

No  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  procedure  adopted  after 
notification  is  as  follows  ; — The  house  is  visited  and  inspected,  and  necessary  measures  of  dis- 
infection or  other  precautions  ascertained.  As  the  utmost  pains  are  taken  to  act  in  complete 
agreement  with  the  notifying  practitioner,  and  as  the  examination  of  the  house,  surroundings, 
etc.,  cannot  but  act  in  the  patient’s  benefit,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a much  more  active  response 
will  be  made  to  the  Council’s  request  to  practitioners  to  notify  the  disease. 


COMPULSORY  NOTIFICATION  OF  PHTHISIS. 

Compulsory  Notification  of  Phthisis  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations.  These  enforce  that  all  cases  of  “ Consumption  ” 
occurring  in  the  practice  of  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  have  to  be  notified  to  the  Public  Health 
.A^uthorities,  and  fees  paid  to  various  persons  for  such  notification.  Several  of  such  notifications 
were  received  during  the  year,  but  as  is  to  be  expected,  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  within 
the  Workhouse. 


HOSPITAL  FACILITIES  FOR  CONSUMPTIVE  PATIENTS. 

During  the  past  year  the  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Balby  has  been  utilized  for  the  fresh-air 
treatment  of  consumptive  patients,  several  cases  from  Doncaster  and  Wheatley  having  accepted 
the  facilities  thus  offered  ; but  so  far  there  have  been  no  applicants  from  your  district.  The 
charge  made  to  patients  from  this  district  has  been  fixed  at  fifteen  shillings  a week.  In  my 
opinion  the  hospital  grovides  an  admirable  place  for  the  treatment  and  cure  of  this  too  common 
disease.  Whether  any  reduction  in  the  charge  should  be  made  is  a question  for  the  Local 
Authority. 


DEATHS  FROM  OTHER  CAUSES. 

Of  the  deaths  from  other  causes.  Cancer  claimed  10  victims,  9 of  persons  between 
25  and  65  and  one  person  over  65  years  of  age.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
in  1908  was  6,  and  in  1907  4.  Heart  Diseases  were  accountable  for  13  deaths,  viz.; — 
1 between  15  and  25,  10  between  25  and  65,  and  2 over  65  years  of  age.  In  1908  there 
were  14  deaths,  and  in  1907  12  deaths,  from  this  disease.  There  were  4 Fatal  Accidents, 
as  compared  with  2 in  the  previous  year.  10  deaths  occurred  from  Bronchitis,  and  9 from 
Pneumonia,  in  contrast  with  6 and  8 respectively  in  1908.  The  other  deaths  include  1 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  4 from  Whooping  Cough,  3 from  Diphtheria,  1 from  Enteric,  1 from 
Influenza,  2 from  Diarrhoea,  7 from  Pronature  Birth,  and  2 Accidents  at  Parturition. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  71  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  by  medical 
practitioners  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act.  This  number  is  very  considerably 
in  excess  over  the  average  of  the  years  1901-8,  which  is  51,  the  highest  and  lowest  recorded  figures 
being  66  in  1901  and  18  in  1908.  The  increase  this  year  is  accounted  for  by  a somewhat  serious 
rise  in  Diphtheria  cases,  16  cases  having  been  notified,  against  an  average  for  the  preceding  8 years 
of  6'7  ; of  Scarlet  Fever  there  were  39  cases,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  30'5  ; Erysipelas  also 
yields  a somewhat  large  increase,  14  cases  having  occurred,  in  contrast  with  the  8 years’  average 
of  5.  Enteric  Fever,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  a satisfactory  decrease,  only  2 cases  having  been 
notified,  in  contrast  with  the  average  of  8'25.  Small-pox  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  and  no 
cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified. 
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The  following-  table  gives  full  particulars  of  the  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  which  has 
occurred  in  the  District  since  the  commencement  of  my  term  of  office  : — 


1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 

District. 

Removed 
to  Hospital. 

Cases. 

Balby. 

Hexth’pe 

Balby. 

Hexth’pe 

0 

1 

4 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

5 

15 

7 

3 

3 

5 

9 

Diphtheria 

16 

9 

7 

8 

5 

37 

30 

9 

26 

37 

68 

9 

28 

Scarlet  Fever... 

39 

22 

17 

18 

14 

18 

23 

7 

6 

3 

8 

1 

0 

Enteric  Fever... 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

3 

3 

12 

6 

2 

4 

Erysipelas 

14 

12 

2 

0 

0 

66 

64 

39 

42 

58 

85 

18 

41 

71 

45 

26 

27 

19 

SMALL-POX. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  within  the  district.  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  has  now  had 
no  visitation  of  this  unwelcome  and  malign  disease  since  1905,  when  3 cases  were  reported.  Cases 
of  Small-pox  have,  however,  appeared  in  the  County  within  the  past  12  months. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Of  Diphtheria  16  cases  were  notified,  9 occurring  in  Balby  and  7 in  Hexthorpe.  The 
number  is  the  highest  recorded  within  the  district  since  1900,  although  it  is  run  very  close  in  1903, 
when  15  cases  were  registered.  The  houses  were  all  carefully  inspected,  and  very  few  insanitary 
conditions  detected.  The  cases  were  fairly  well  spread  over  both  parts  of  the  district,  and  no 
suspicion  could  be  attached  to  any  such  common  cause  as  school,  milk,  or  local  insanitary  condition. 
Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  was  made  on  several  occasions,  and  it  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Bacteriological  examination  was  also  made,  and  yielded  no  trace  of  pathogenic  or  disease-producing 
organisms.  The  majority  of  the  cases  have  been  extremely  mild  in  type,  and  doubtless  by  this  cause 
infection  was  readily  conveyed  to  others.  Of  the  16  cases  13  were  removed  to  Carr  House  Hos- 
pital for  treatment  (81  per  cent.),  and  of  this  number  8 came  from  Balby  and  5 from  Hexthorpe; 
31  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease. 

I desire  to  point  out  that  there  are  far  too  many  instances  within  the  district  where  fowls 
and  animals  are  kept  in  the  proximity  of  houses,  in  spaces  far  too  small  for  them.  Where  this  is 
done  pollution  of  the  soil  is  a certain  result  and  a very  strong  predisposing  cause  of  such  a disease 
as  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  hereby  induced. 

Increased  attention  should  be  paid  to  nuisances  arising  from  such  causes. 

Another  fertile  factor  in  the  production  of  diphtheria  is  the  existence  of  a very  considerable 
number  of  the  old  type  of  privy  midden.  They  should  be  altogether  swept  away  and  properly- 
constructed  water-closets  substituted.  Of  the  16  cases  where  diphtheria  occurred,  no  fewer  than  8, 
or  50  per  cent.,  of  the  inspected  houses  had  such  barbarous  relics. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

39  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  within  the  year,  sliowing  an  increase  of  1 1 when  com- 
pared with  1908,  and  an  increase  of  9 compared  with  the  average  of  the  eight  preceding  years 
(30-5j.  (.)f  this  year’s  cases,  22  occurred  in  Balby  and  17  in  Hexthorpe.  The  great  proportion 

were  rennwcd  to  Carr  House  Hospital  for  treatment,  32  cases  being  isolated,  18  from  Balby  and  14 
from  ilexthorpe  (87  per  cent).  One  death  occurred  fi'om  the  disease.  As  a rule,  the  cases  were 
extremely  mild  in  type,  and  this  peculiarity  of  recent  Scarlet  F'ever  outbreaks  renders  it  extremely 
difficult  to  eradicate  the  disease,  for  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a considerable  number  of  cases  may 
occur  which,  owing  to  the  triviality  of  the  symptoms  they  present,  escape  detection,  and  thus 
act  as  fertile  factors  in  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Enteric  Fever  exhibits  a very  satisfactory  decrease  when  contrasted  with  the  average  of 
the  preceding  8 years,  only  2 cases  having  been  notified  during  the  past  12  months,  as  compared 
with  8'2.  Both  the  cases  occurred  in  Balby,  and  one  was  removed  to  Carr  House  Hospital  for 
treatment. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

No  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

A somewhat  large  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  occurred,  14  having  been  notified.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  persons  of  middle  age  or  over,  and  a very  considerable  proportion 
occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  situated  within  your  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  of  Doncaster,  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  possesses  the 
right  to  isolate  infectious  diseases  in  the  two  hospitals  belonging  to  the  former  body.  In  Carr 
House  all  ordinary  infectious  diseases  can  be  isolated : Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Enteric  Fever  being  commonly  treated  there.  Balby  Hospital  is  set  apart  for  Small-pox  and  the 
more  virulent  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  but  our  past  freedom  from  these  has  led  to  its  use  as  a 
consumptive  sanatorium,  for  which  it  is  admirably  fitted. 

Carr  House  has  proved  to  offer  rather  too  little  accommodation  during  several  years,  and 
12  months  ago  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a new  Diphtheria  block  was  raised.  The  Doncaster 
Corporation,  after  inspecting  the  building,  have,  however,  found  it  is  possible  to  increase  the  present 
accommodation  by  certain  alterations,  and  these  are  presently  being  carried  into  effect.  These 
alterations  will  allow  some  six  extra  beds  to  be  provided  for  Diphtheria  cases.  The  total  number  of 
cases  from  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  treated  in  Carr  House  was  46. 


SURVEYOR  AND  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS. 

GENTLEMEN,— 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  557  inspections  have  been  made,  and  89  nuisances  found  arising  from 
the  following  causes  : — 


Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Drains  made  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Pig-keeping  3 

Untrapped  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Leaky  Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fold  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  Manure...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Storing  Fish  Tubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  in  Cellars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tipping  of  Rubbish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


89 

One  nuisance  is  left  over  unabated,  but  assurance  is  given  that  the  work  of  abating  the 
same  shall  be  put  in  hand  at  an  early  date. 

Twent-four  privy  middens  have  been  converted  into  water  closets,  and  dust  bins  pro- 
vided for  house  refuse.  The  Council,  on  report  of  the  Inspector  to  the  effect  that  any  privy 
midden  is  a nuisance,  invariably  insist  on  the  conversion  of  same  into  water  closet. 

Nineteen  special  notices  have  been  served  with  respect  to  abatement  of  nuisances,  bur 
no  legal  action  has  been  necessary,  the  persons  liable  having  complied  with  the  Council’s  wishes. 
Many  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  enquired  into  and  occupiers  noticed  with  respect  to  same. 

Special  reports  have  been  presented  with  respect  to  pig-keeping  ; many  styes  have  been 
done  away  with,  others  moved  further  away  from  dwellings,  and  certain  owners  cautioned  as 
regards  keeping  the  premises  in  a clean  state  ; where  this  is  not  carried  out  the  Council  decided 
to  give  notice  for  the  removal  of  the  pigs. 
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A special  report  lias  been  presented  with  respect  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Kelham 
Street  area,  and  this  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  and  will  no  doubt  be  dealt  with  at  an 
early  date.  Other  reports  are  to  be  prepared  and  issued  at  intervals  with  respect  to  certain 
portions  of  the  district. 

In  one  case,  when  notice  was  served  re  pig-keeping,  the  owner  appealed  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  full  particulars  were  laid  before  that  body,  with  a plan  of  the  pre- 
mises. I am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  this  matter  has  been  cleared  up  satisfactorily,  pig- 
keeping being  done  away  with. 

Five  houses  which  were  found  to  be  insanitary,  and  known  as  the  “ White  Washed 
Row,”  have  been  pulled  down  and  modern  dwellings  and  shops  erected  on  the  site. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 


During  the  year  Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  following  : — 
Dwelling-houses 
Bath  Rooms 
Stables 
Water  Closet 
Shop  (lock-up) 

Building  Estate 

Wire  Works 

Warehouses 

rile  Factory 

Bakehouse 

Slaughterhouse 

Offices 

Alteration  to  Church 


153 

9 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Inspections  have  been  made  in  102  cases  of  connections  to  main  sewers  for  house  drains 
to  see  that  the  work  is  carried  out  satisfactorily.  Records  are  kept  in  a special  book  with  refer- 
ence to  size  of  pipes  and  method  of  connection. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

'I'he  whole  of  the  water  supply  for  this  District  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Doncaster  Cor- 
poration excepting  a few  houses  which  are  supplied  from  wells.  These  supplies  are  again  to 
be  analysed  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  human  consumption.  For  Street  Watering,  Sewer 
Flushing,  etc.,  the  Council  obtain  their  supply  through  meter,  the  cost  being  lOd.  per  1,000 
gallons  plus  meter  rent.  There  has  been  no  shortage  of  supply  during  the  year. 

Two  Fire  Appliance  Boxes  have  been  erected,  one  at  Hexthorpe  and  one  at  Balby,  and 
the  necessary  appliances  are  housed  there  and  ready  for  use  in  case  of  fire.  There  has  been  no 
Fire  Brigade  formed  up  to  the  present,  and  it  is  a question  whether  the  Council  shall  take  this 
matter  in  hand  as  regards  the  desirability  of  appointing  certain  persons  to  act  as  Firemen. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

.At  any  premises  where  a case  of  infectious  disease  occurs  in  this  District  special  visits 
are  paid  and  a detailed  report  obtained  of  the  sanitary  arrangements,  milk  supply,  water  supply, 
and  other  details.  This  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer.  Should  any  defect  be  found,  the  owner 
of  the  property  is  at  once  communicated  with  and  the  Council  insist  on  the  defect  being  remedied. 
The  School  .Authorities  are  notified  of  the  address  at  which  any  case  of  fever  may  occur.  Where 
cases  of  Typhoid  are  treated  at  home,  the  Council  have  sealed  pans,  which  are  taken  to  the 
houses  for  the  use  of  the  patients,  and  the  Council  deal  with  the  contents  every  24  hours. 


SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

The  sewers  within  the  District  receive  particidar  attention  as  regards  the  flushing. 
Certain  portions  are  flushed  weekly,  but  none  are  allowed  to  go  over  a longer  period  than  four 
weeks  without  being  thoroughly  flushed,  this  being  carried  out  with  water-carts  wnth  a capacity 
of  300  gallons.  All  Gullies  in  backways,  main  roads,  and  adopted  streets  are  periodically  cleaned, 
the  solids  being  carted  to  farmers  in  the  District. 

STREET  WATERING. 

The  Council  have  two  carts  for  the  purpose  of  watering  streets.  During  dusty  periods 
they  have  to  be  worked  at  least  twelve  hours  per  day  to  get  round  the  District  ; then,  certain 
sifle-slreets  have  to  be  left  unattended  to.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  Council  could  find  ample 
work  for  an  extra  w'ater  carl.  Many  complaints  have  been  receixed  during  the  year  as  to  the 
insufficient  watering  of  side-streets.  'I'he  District  is  develojiing  xery  rapidly.  During  the  last 
fexv  years  many  streets  haxe  been  adopted  and  nexv  ones  are  now  being  laid  out.  During  the 
xear  a certain  [lortion  ol  the  .Main  Road  was  treated  xvith  ” 'I'ar  Oil  ” as  a dust  preventative.  I 
am  sorry  u>  say  that  the  xveatlH'i'  was  unlavourabic  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  best  results  to  be 
f/btainefl  from  the  treatment,  but  I have  no  doubt  that  if  this  material  vxas  put  on  bye-streets 
that  it  xxoiihl  both  lay  the  dust  and  preserxe  the  sin  fac'c  ol  the  road.  I should  adx  ise  the  Council, 
during  the  coming  year,  to  ex[M;riment  further  with  this  fireparation.  Also,  to  treat  certain 
portions  ol  their  rr^ads  in  the  District  xvith  the  far. 
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NEW  WORKS,  SEWERS,  AND  DRAINS. 

There  has  been  no  great  length  of  sewers  laid  during  the  year,  only  repairs  carried 
out  to  existing  sewers,  and  a portion  in  Florence  Avenue  taken  up  and  re-laid  and  covered  with 
concrete  and  a better  gradient  provided.  The  length  being  dealt  with  was  80  yards.  Half  the  cost 
of  this  was  paid  by  the  Doncaster  Corporation.  A small  length  of  surface  water  drain  was  put 
in  near  Melville  Avenue.  This  work  was  sanctioned  by  the  County  Council  and  paid  for  by  that 
Authority. 

SEWAGE  FARM  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  have  had  to  abandon  the  growing  of  crops  at  the  Farm,  except  on  certain 
portions  wdiich  are  not  used  for  the  treatment  of  Sewage.  Extra  sludge  areas  have  been  pro- 
vided for  the  treatment  of  the  sludge,  which  is  drawn  off  by  gravitation  from  the  settling  tanks. 

I am  of  opinion  that  by  putting  down  a small  filter  bed  in  connection  with  the  settling  tanks 
would  greatly  help  us  in  the  matter  of  dealing  with  the  sludge,  and  also  tend  to  raise  to  a higher 
standard  of  purity  the  effluent.  The  Council  have  in  hand  the  question  of  trade  effluents,  and 
intend  to  compel  the  manufacturers  to  deal  with  the  same  before  accepting  the  liquids  into  their 
sewers.  One  of  the  pumps  has  had  to  be  repaired  during  the  year,  the  whole  of  the  inside  being 
worn  out.  This  is  the  first  expense  that  has  occurred  in  conection  with  the  pumps  since  their 
installation.  There  is  one  spare  pump  in  case  of  a breakdown.  The  length  of  sewer  from  Carr 
Hill  to  the  Sewage  Farm  has  become  nearly  choked.  The  work  of  cleaning  this  will  be  put  in 
hand  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  Another  question  which  will  have  to  receive  the  Council’s 
consideration  is  the  provision  of  extra  storage  capacity  in  connection  with  the  low  level  sewer. 
At  present,  during  dry  weather,  the  existing  tank  will  not  hold  a twenty-four  hours’  flow’  of 
sewage,  which  means  that  the  engine  at  the  Farm  has  to  be  worked  the  whole  of  the  seven  days 
during  the  w^eek,  otherwise  the  sewage  would  back  up  our  main  sewer  and  in  all  likelihood  flood 
the  back  yards  of  certain  property  in  Carr  Hill  if  the  sewage  was  not  dealt  with  on  Sundays. 

STREET  WORKS. 

The  following  backways  have  been  made  during  the  year  : — King  Edward  Road  Back- 
way  North,  Alexandra  Road  Backway  North,  (partly  ; and  St.  John’s  Road  Backway  North, 
and  Albany  Road  Backway  North  are  now  in  hand.  At  St.  Catherine’s  Street,  Carr  Hill, 
Balby,  street  works  are  now  in  progress.  At  Hexthorpe,  a portion  of  Urban  Road,  from  Barn- 
stone  Street  to  the  Flatts  Gate,  and  on  the  south  side  has  been  re-made  with  Tar  Macadam.  A 
portion  on  the  north  side,  made  on  the  “ Tarvia  ” principle,  appears  to  be  wearing  in  a satis- 
factory manner,  although  it  would  be  well  to  treat  this  portion  with  Tar  during  the  Spring,  it 
being  two  years  since  this  work  was  carried  out.  The  portion  laid  on  the  same  system  at  Tickhill 
Road,  Balby,  where  the  traffic  is  exceptionally  heavy,  has  not  shewn  the  same  signs  of  wear  and 
tear  as  the  portion  which  was  done  at  the  same  time  on  the  water-bind  system.  If  the  Tarviated 
portion  was  surface-treated  with  Tar  the  lengthened  life  would  amply  repay  the  cost.  One  great 
advantage  of  Tar-made  roads  is  that  during  frost  they  are  not  pulled  up  with  the  traffic  like  water- 
bind  roads.  Application  will  be  made  to  the  County  Council  to  have  part  of  the  Main  Roads 
made  up  during  the  year  with  Tar  Macadam. 

At  Hexthorpe,  where  this  kind  of  work  has  been  carried  out,  there  is  practically  no 
sludge  to  deal  with  in  the  year  ; but  at  Balby,  where  the  roads  are  made  on  the  water-bind  system, 
there  is  a large  quantity  of  sludge  and  road  scrapings  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  winter. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  have  plans  prepared  in  connection  with  the  making  up 
of  the  Backway  on  the  north  side  of  Ramsden  Road,  Hexthorpe.  There  are  also  several 
Backways  at  Balby,  viz.  : Carr  View  Avenue,  a portion  behind  St.  Catherine’s  Avenue,  behind 
Grange  Avenue  and  Melville  Avenue,  also  in  Regent  Street,  which  will  have  to  receive  the 
Council’s  attention  in  the  near  future.  Tnere  is  no  doubt  that  the  making  up  of  these  Backways 
so  that  they  can  be  properly  cleansed  and  scavenged  tends  to  minimise  Infectious  Disease  in  the 
District. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  eight  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  District.  These  have  been  visited  during 
the  year,  and  there  is  now  in  course  of  preparation  a full  detailed  report  which  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Council  in  due  course. 


SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  with  respect  to  certain  Factories  turning- 
out  dense  smoke.  Observations  have  been  taken  and  the  owners  of  premises  cautioned.  Legal 
action  was  threatened  in  one  instance,  but  I am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  received  no  com- 
plaint since. 


Observations  will  be  taken  again  during  the  year  to  ascertain  the  output,  if  any,  of 
dense  smoke. 


SCAVENGING. 

This  work  is  performed  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Scavenging  has  now  been  carried  out  by  direct  labour 
for  the  last  thirty-three  months.  It  is  found  that  complaints  have  been  reduced  to  a minimum. 
The  Kelham  Street  area  is  scavenged  once  a month,  the  rest  of  the  District  once  e\’ery  three 
months,  or,  if  required,  more  frequently.  The  whole  of  the  collection  of  nightsoil  is  carried  out 
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during  the  night,  only  dry  ashes  being  moved  during  the  day.  With  respect  to  cost  of  removal, 
during  contract  work  the  price  worked  out  at  3/9'28  per  load  ; 1908,  under  own  management, 
3 818  per  load;  1909,  3/ 10  6 or  242  per  load  more  than  previous  year.  The  extra  cost  is 
accounted  for  solely  on  account  of  the  extra  labour  entailed  in  the  removal  of  the  Bell-cart 
material.  If  this  had  not  occurred  the  cost  would  have  been  3/7'9  per  load,  or  '28  less  than 
1908.  Again  a record  number  of  loads  have  been  moved  in  the  twelve  months,  viz.  ; 2,347, 
against  1,974  in  1908.  Figures  are  given  shewing  the  material  disposed  of  during  the  last  nine 
years  : — 


Nightsoil. 

Rubbish. 

Total, 

1901 

955 

450 

1405 

1902 

1076 

324 

1405 

1903 

1005 

418 

1423 

1904 

1053 

353 

1406 

1905 

1219 

316 

1535 

1906 

1182 

416 

1598 

1907 

1121 

595 

1716 

1908 

1292 

682 

1974 

1909 

1540 

807 

2347 

Average  Number  of  Loads... 

1160 

484 

1644 

Total  for  the  nine  years 

10443 

4361 

14804 

Taking  a population  of  8,601  in  1908,  the  amount  of  material  moved  per  head  equals  '27 
per  annum.  All  new  houses  now  erected  and  within  our  drainage  area  are  compelled  to  have 
water-closets  in  connection  therewith. 


MAIN  AND  OTHER  ROADS. 

The  Council  keep  in  repair  for  the  County  Council  two  miles  one  furlong  of  Main  Road, 
the  whole  cost  of  repairs,  plus  5%,  being  paid  by  the  County  Authority. 

Improvements  have  been  sanctioned  on  the  Doncaster  and  Tinsley  and  Balby  and 
Worksop  i\iain  Roads  for  flagging  of  footways  instead  of  existing  asphalt. 

The  other  roads  (44  miles)  in  the  District  are  maintained  out  of  District  Fund.  Several 
Bye-streets  will  have  to  be  repaired  during  the  coming  year,  and  no  doubt  the  Council  will  adopt 
the  tar  principle,  the  same  having  proved  satisfactory  and  economical. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  in  the  District  seven  Factories,  which  include  Joinery  Works,  Wagon  Works, 
Wire  Works,  Brass  Works  ; twenty-nine  Workshops,  which  include  Bakehouses,  Mineral  Water 
Works,  Blacksmiths,  Boot  Repairers,  Dressmakers,  Tailors,  Saw  Mills  and  Brickworks. 

The  whole  of  the  places  have  good  sanitary  accommodation,  well  ventilated,  and  appear 
to  be  kept  very  clean.  A new  wing  has  been  built  in  connection  with  a Brass  Works,  and 
proper  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  have  been  provided.  The  Laundries  appear  to  be  well 
drained  and  kept  free  from  wet  floors.  Certain  alterations  have  been  made  at  one  of  the  Brass 
Works  in  connection  with  closet  accommodation,  and  at  one  Wagon  Works  a scheme  is  now 
under  consideration  for  removal  of  existing  conveniences  to  another  site.  Mess  Rooms  are  pro- 
vided at  certain  works,  and  these  are  kept  in  a very  clean  state.  Most  of  the  Works  in  the 
Council’s  area  are  of  quite  recent  erection  and  mainly  of  the  one  storey  type. 

I remain. 


Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEO.  GLEDHILL,  M.R.  San.  Inst., 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 


] 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 

Bibths. 

Total  Deaths  Registeked 

IN  THE  DiSTEICT, 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths  of 
Residents 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 
ng  to  the  district 

Year. 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

in 

Public 

residents 

registered 

registered 
in  public 

of  each 
Year. 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate* 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

regist’d 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate.* 

Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District. 

in  Public 
Institu- 
ions  in  the 
District. 

Institu- 

tions 

be-yond 

the 

District. 

Num- 

ber. 

late.* 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1899. 

6,341 

226 

35'6 

26 

115 

88 

13-8 

3 

3 

1 

86 

13-5 

1900. 

6,592 

224 

33-9 

43 

192 

113 

17-1 

8 

121 

18-3 

1901. 

6,844 

248 

36-2 

26 

105 

144 

21-0 

56 

41 

5 

108 

15-7 

1902. 

7,095 

239 

336 

37 

154-8 

137 

19-3 

57 

51 

12 

98 

13-6 

1903. 

7,346 

243 

33 

45 

185-1 

163 

22-1 

49 

47 

6 

122 

16-6 

1904. 

7,597 

213 

28 

34 

159 

178 

23-4 

72 

70 

8 

116 

15-2 

1905. 

7,848 

261 

33-2 

31 

118 

171 

21-7 

74 

73 

8 

106 

13-  5 

1906. 

8,099 

282 

34-8 

33 

117 

167 

20-6 

81 

78 

4 

93 

11-4 

1907. 

8,350 

238 

28-5 

32 

134 

191 

22-8 

90 

88 

3 

106 

12-7 

1908. 

8,601 

308 

] 

; 35-8 

1 

34 

110-3 

175 

20-3 

74 

72 

5 

106 

12-5 

Averages 
for  years 
1899-1908 

7,471 

248 

33-2 

34 

137 

153 

20-5 

56 

52 

6 

106 

14-2 

1909. 

8,852 

340 

38-4 

34 

100 

179 

20-2 

69 

67 

8 

120 

13  5 

* Bates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  6,781  at  Census  of  1901. 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses,  1,445  at  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-7  at  Census  of  1901. 

Area  of  District  in  acres,  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  ■water,  1,613. 

Institutions  ■within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District; — Union 
Workhouse;  Balby  (Isolation)  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District : — Eoyal 
Infirmary,  Doncaster  ; Carr  House  Hospital ; Carr  House  and  Elmfield  District  : Wadsley  Asylum. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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Isolation  Hospitals  : — Carr  House  Hospital,  Carr  Ho2ise  and  Elmfield  District. 

Balby  [Smallpox)  Isolation  Hospital,  Balby  District. 

Total  available  Beds  :■ — For  38  adults  and  2 children. 

Nuinber  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated: — Small-pox,  16;  Scarlet  Fever,  10  adults,  2 children; 

Diphtheria,  4 ; Enteric  Fever,  8. 


TABLE  III. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 


Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  op  “ Resi- 
dents,” WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR 
BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages 

Und’r 

1 

year. 

1 and 
under 
5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  anc 
under 
25. 

25  anc 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
w’rds. 

Small- 

pox  ...  \... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever... 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

4 

3 

1 

Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup 

3 

3 

Croup 

Typhus 

Fever-^ 

Enteric 

1 

1 

Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

Cholera 

Plague ... 

Diarrhcna 

2 

2 

Enteritis 

3 

3 

Gastritis 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis.) 

10 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease 

10 

9 

1 

Bronchitis 

10 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 

5 

4 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 
piratory Organs  ... 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ( 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

7 

7 

Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Parturition 

2 

2 

Heart 

Diseases 

13 

1 

10 

2 

Accidents 

3 

3 

Suicides 

Found  Drowned 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

38 

11 

3 

3 

2 

9 

10 

All  Causes  ... 

120 

34 

10 

5 

5 

49 

17 

Deaths  at  all,  Ages  of  “ Residents  ” be- 
longing TO  Localities,  whether  oc 
cubeing  in  OB  beyond  the  District. 
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Total  Deaths 

WHETHER  OF 

“ Residents  ” oe 
Non- 

Residents  ” 

IN  Public 
Institutions 

IN  THE 

District. 


38 


69 


TABLE  IV. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Births  in  tlie  year  ; licgitiinatc,  332  ; Illegitimate,  8 . 


1 deaths  in  the  year:  Lcgitiinale  Infants,  32;  Illegitimate  Infants,  2. 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  120. 


under  1 year. 


